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E.O. 11652: N/A 
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SUBJECT: EGYPT OUTRAGED BY SIBAI MURDER 

SUMMARY. SHOCKED GOE HAS YET TO MAKE ACCUSATIONS FOR 
SIBAI MURDER, BUT OUTRAGED MEDIA BLAMING "PALESTINIAN 
TERRORISTS". LIBYA AND IRAQ ALSO MENTIONED IN PASSING, 
WHILE PRESS UNIFORMLY CALLS FOR RETRIBUTION. CONNECTION 
WITH SADAT PEACE INITIATIVE CLEAR AND SIBAI QUICKLY 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 CAIRO 05499 01 OF 02 191315Z 

BEING TURNED INTO MARTYR-HERO. EFFECT HERE WILL BE 
FURTHER NATIONALISTIC CLOSING OF RANKS AND SUPPORT 
FOR SADAT TO DEAL BRUSQUELY WITH PALESTINIANS AND 
REJECTIONISTS IN BRINGING PEACE TO EGYPT. END SUMMARY. 

1. MEDIA OUTPOURINGS. SIBAI MURDER DOMINATED OUTRAGED 
CAIRO PRESS EEB 19. BLACK-BORDERED BANNER HEADLINES 
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CAST FURIOUS BLAME ON "PALESTINIAN TERRORISTS 
AND EXTREMISTS", ASSURING THEM "THEY WILL NEVER GET 
AWAY WITH IT. . . EGYPT WILL PACE TREACHERY WITH 
DECISIVE ACTION." REPORTS WERE WELL BEHIND EVENTS AND 
THIN ON GOE ACTIONS IN WAKE OP KILLING. 

2. IMPACT OP SIBAI KILLING WIDE RANGING. HE WAS CLOSE 
TO SADAT AND MEMBER OF GOE INNER CIRCLE, EVEN IP NOT 
POLICY MAKER. SIBAI WAS PROLIPIC, WIDELY KNOWN AUTHOR, 

WELL LIKED BY MOST JOURNALISTS, EVEN THOSE WHO DID NOT 
ADMIRE HIS PUBLISHING SKILLS. HE WAS PROMINENT PORMER 
PREE OPPICER, WELL KNOWN TO MILITARY; A NASSER ERA 
STALWART WHO CHANGED WITH THE TIMES. SIBAI HAS BEEN 
FAMILIAR PUBLIC FIGURE POR TWENTY-PIVE YEARS. 

E. CABINET RELEASED STATEMENT PEBRUARY 18, MOURNING 
SIBAI DEATH AND ACKNOWLEDGING HIS SERVICES TO ARAB 
NATION. STATEMENT CONTINUED THAT "TREACHERY WILL NOT 
PASS UNPUNISHED. EGYPTIAN AUTHORITIES WILL DEAL DECISIVE- 
LY WITH ANY ATTACK ON ANY EGYPTIAN ANYWHERE." 

4. SIBAI QUICKLY BEING TURNED INTO MARTYR-HERO. SADAT 
DECORATED HIM POSTHUMOUSLY WITH ORDER OF REPUBLIC, WHILE 
TELLING PRESS OF HIS SEVERE SHOCK: "HE WAS LIKE A 
BROTHER TO ME." CENTER PARTY STATEMENT LABLED 
ASSASSINATION "BLOW TO WORLD STRUGGLE POR PEACE, FREEDOM 
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OP EXPRESSION, DEMOCRACY AND CAUSE OP ASIAN AND AFRICAN 
PEOPLES." 

5. BLAME. NEITHER SADAT NOR CABINET HAS MADE SPECIPIC 
ACCUSATION PENDING RECEIPT PURTHER INFORMATION. PRESS, 
HOWEVER, QUICKLY SETTLED ON EXTREMIST PALESTINIAN 
ELEMENTS AS ASSASSINS AND CALLED POR STRICT MEASURES 

TO PREVENT "CANCER" PROM SPREADING MORE DEEPLY INTO PLO. 

ALL EDITORIALS DEMANDED PUNISHMENT "TO PROTECT HUMANITY 
PROM SUCH LOWNESS, COWARDICE AND BARBARISM." 

6. MOTIVE. AKHBAR REPORTED RELEASED HOSTAGE HEARD 
KILLERS SAY "EVERYONE WHO WENT WITH SADAT TO JERUSALEM 
WILL DIE." GUMHURIYYA CHAIRMAN MOHASEN MOHAMED RECALLED 
"BLACK JULY ORGANIZATION" (SIC) HAD DECIDED KILL ALL 
EGYPTIAN WRITERS OR JOURNALISTS WHO TRAVELED TO JERUSALEM 
WITH SADAT, AND MET IN BAGHDAD TO MAKE ARRANGEMENTS POR 
ASSASSINATIONS. THIS, ACCORDING MOHAMED, DESPITE PACT 
THAT EGYPT HAD PROTECTED "BLACK JULY" IN PAST "AFTER 

ALL THEIR CRIMES, MURDERS AND HIGHJACKINGS. LIBYA 
ANNOUNCED IT WOULD SEE TO IMPLEMENTATION OF ASSASSINATION 
SCHEME . . . TERRORISM IN NAME OF PALESTINE MUST END." 
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7. COMMENT: WHATEVER REASON SIBAI SELECTED EOR MURDER, 
CONNECTION WITH SADAT PEACE INITIATIVE APPEARS CLEAR. 

WE DOUBT MANY EGYPTIANS, ALREADY EED UP WITH "CARRYING 
BURDEN OE PALESTINIANS" WILL IN THIS MOMENT OE GENUINE 
OUTRAGE DISTINGUISH BETWEEN PALESTINIANS, PLO "MODERATES" 
AND EXTREMIST GROUPS. NET EEEECT WILL BE EURTHER 
TIGHTENING OE EGYPTIAN RANKS, HIGHTENED SENSE OF 
NATIONALISM AND ADDED PUBLIC SUPPORT EOR SADAT TO DEAL 
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BRUSQUELY WITH PLO AND REJECTIONISTS IN BRINGING PEACE 
TO EGYPT. LILTS 
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